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DDeettaaiillss aabboouutt eevvaalluuaattiioonn pprroocceessss
WWhhaatt aarree tthhee ffoouurr ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee lleevveellss??

Lawmakers are grouped into four performance levels. Each level indicates to
business leaders how, in general, legislators support economic growth, jobs and other
broad job-related issues.

BBUUSSIINNEESSSS CCHHAAMMPPIIOONN 7766 –– 110000
MMOODDEERRAATTEE BBUUSSIINNEESSSS SSUUPPPPOORRTT 5566 –– 7755
MMAARRGGIINNAALL BBUUSSIINNEESSSS HHEELLPP 4411 –– 5555
AANNTTII--BBUUSSIINNEESSSS 00 -- 4400

WWhhaatt ddooeess aa ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee eevvaalluuaattiioonn mmeeaann??
BIPEC’s performance evaluation (Eval.) is a measuring stick used to determine

each legislator’s business philosophy, attitude and effectiveness in supporting growth of
jobs in Mississippi. Over 60 business and professional leaders participate in the rating
process. Key factors of the assessment are:

•• Legislator’s votes on clearly identified economic principles and employer issues
• Leadership in committee and floor debates on job-related legislation
• Encouragement of other legislators to support economic growth and build coalitions

WWhhaatt ttyyppeess ooff vvootteess aarree uusseedd iinn tthhee rraattiinnggss??
It is important to note that no single issue dominated BIPEC’s ratings. A great

deal of effort is made to ensure that the votes chosen represent a broad cross-section
of employer-related issues. Votes impacting operating costs and restriction of
management choices are viewed as very important. Key subject areas include:

•• Government growth • labor/management issues
• Government regulation • incentives for job growth
• Privatization of government services • Workers Compensation
• Lawsuit reduction • business taxation
• Environmental protection • government spending controls

WWhhoo iiss BBIIPPEECC??
BIPEC was founded in 1980 by Mississippi business leaders to provide the solid

research to identify legislative candidates who have a base of business knowledge.
Members of BIPEC include individuals, hundred of small and large Mississippi
businesses, and more than 35 trade associations.

BIPEC represents overall employer interest in Mississippi and is not tied to one
industry. It is non-partisan, not a lobbying group, and not a political action committee
(PAC). BIPEC can freely research, rate and recommend business-minded individuals who
will promote economic growth and Mississippi jobs without worrying about party politics
or lobbying for particular issues.
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HOUSE VOTES - 2008 Regular Session

A – HB 215: Medical Malpractice. Measure to revise the certificate of consultation requirements in medical
malpractice cases, specifically relaxing the procedures for plaintiff’s attorneys in securing and presenting qualified
expert consultants.

B – HB 593: Legislative Subpoena Powers. Measure to give legislative committees, the Attorney General, the State
Auditor, and the Ethics Commission virtually unlimited powers to disregard court orders protecting confidential
information (including trade secrets and other proprietary/financial information), allowing them to determine how the
information is used

C – HB 639: Teachers Union Dues Checkoff. Bill to allow local school districts the authority to deduct union dues
from payroll checks.

D – HB 592 Amendment #2: Unemployment Benefits. Vote on amendment prohibiting the lay-off of employees
having filed a workers compensation claim.

E – HB 592: Unemployment Benefits. Measure to eliminate the one-week waiting period for eligibility of
unemployment compensation benefits.

F – HB 909: Unemployment Benefits. Measure to incorporate automatic cost-of-living-increases tied to the Social
Security Administration’s auto COLA and Consumer Price Index increases.

G – HB 1482: Tax Exemption. Provides tax exemptions for individuals living in employer and non-profit housing
organization assisted housing.

H – SB 2188: Outside Attorney Fees. “Sunshine Bill” – measure revising the authority of the Attorney General to
enter into contracts for outside legal services.

I – SB 2988: Illegal Immigrants. Measure prohibiting the employment of illegal immigrants (and illegals seeking
employment); mandates use of the “e-verify” system. The measure as passed places additional burdens/penalties
on the employer making private employers an enforcing agent for immigration law.

J – HB 214: Tort Claims Act. Bill to clarify statute of limitations issues in tort claim cases.

2008 1st Extraordinary Session

K – HB 12: BIO-AG Lab Development Project. Economic development bond bill ($88million) supporting the
proposed Department of Defense BIO-AG Lab in Flora.

L – SB 2011: Unemployment Compensation. Vote on Final passage of measure to increase the weekly benefits
paid via unemployment compensation from $210 to $250 in July 2008 to $250 in 2009, then annual increases equal
to the Social Security Administrations COLA determined by the Nat’l Urban Consumer Price Index.

M – SB 2011 Amendment #1: Unemployment Compensation. “Strike All” amendment vote regarding the formula for
calculating unemployment compensation benefits.
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SENATE VOTES - 2008 Regular Session

A - HB 1482: Tax Exemption. Provides tax exemptions for individuals living in employer and non-profit housing
organization assisted housing.

B - SB 2188: Outside Attorney Fees. “Sunshine Bill” – measure revising the authority of the Attorney General to
enter into contracts for outside legal services.

C - SB 2988: Illegal Immigrants. Measure prohibiting the employment of illegal immigrants (and illegal’s seeking
employment); mandates use of the “e-verify” system.

D - SB 2037: Citizenship Verification. Bill to require citizenship/legal alien verification of laborers working on
government contracts.

E - SB 2173: MS Performance Review Act. Measure creating an independent commission consisting of the Auditor
and other State Agencies representatives, to provide research, analysis, & recommendations to the MS Legislature.

F - SB 2594: Workers Compensation. Measure to provide that workers compensation law be impartially construed
and applied and not presumed to favor one party over another.

G - SB 2680: State Personnel Board exemptions. Bill to impose a one-year exemption of certain state agencies and
their employees from State Personnel Board procedures.

H – SB 2998: Tort Claims Act. Measure to provide immunity in tort claims to physicians, nurse practitioners, and
physician assistants providing medical services to Medicaid recipients.

I – SB 2998 Amendment #2: Tort Claims Act. Vote on amendment to change the language regarding applicability of
“Medicaid recipients” versus “Medicaid eligible facilities”. The measure as passed places addt’l burdens/penalties on
the employer making private employers an enforcing agent for immigration law.

2008 1st Extraordinary Session

J – HB 12: BIO-AG Lab Development Project. Economic development bond bill ($88million) supporting the
proposed Department of Defense BIO-AG Lab in Flora.

K – SB 2001: MS Dept of Employment Security. Vote to repeal the repealer regarding the transfer of power of the
MS Employment Security Commission to the MS Department of Employment Security in the Office of the Governor.

L – SB 2005: Illegal Immigration. Vote to revise definitions regarding illegal immigrants and issues pertaining to
employer immunity and liability.

M – SB 2011: Unemployment Compensation. Conference Committee Report vote. The conference report on
SB2011 included an increase to $230/wk in 2008, an increase to $235/wk in 2009, and authorized MDES to conduct
a study to determine the impact of increasing benefits below the maximum.

2008 BIPEC Objective Votes in Legislator Evaluations

Data on the front and back of this sheet reflects legislator performance on selected votes during the regular
and special sessions of the Mississippi Legislature in 2008. Information shown here is one part of BIPEC’s
overall legislator grading process. Each legislator’s grade for performance during the year is contained in a
separate publication, “Mississippi Legislator Report Card” dated August 2008.

Votes selected for the year’s evaluation are identified by a large committee of individuals who represent a
cross-section of professional and business employers in the State. Votes impacting operating costs and
restriction of management choices are viewed as important. Direct questions related to this evaluation to:

Business & Industry Political Education Committee
Post Office Box 23021 ~ Jackson, MS 39225-3021



2008 OBJECTIVE VOTES House P A B C D E F G H I J K L M SENATE P A B C D E F G H I J K L M
House P A B C D E F G H I J K L M M Huddleston R + + + + + + + + 0 + + 0 + Albritton R + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 NV + + +
Akins R + + + + + + + + 0 + + 0 + R Huddleston D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 0 Baria D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 + NV 0 0
Aldridge R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + Ishee R + 0 + + + + + + + 0 + + + Blount D + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + + +
Arinder D 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Janus R + + + + + + + + 0 0 + + + Brown R + NV 0 0 + + + 0 NV + NV + +
Bailey D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Jennings R 0 + + + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 + Browning D + + 0 0 + + 0 + + + + NV +
L Baker R + + + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + Johnson D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 P 0 0 Bryan D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + + +
M Baker R 0 + + + + + + 0 0 0 + + + Jones D P 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Burton R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Banks D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Lane D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Butler D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0
Barker R + 0 0 NV NV 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 + Malone D 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Carmichael R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Beckett R + + + + + + + + 0 + + 0 + Martinson R + + + + + + + + 0 + NV NV NV Chassaniol R + + 0 0 + 0 + + + + + + +
Bell D 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Mayhall R + + + + + + + + 0 + + 0 + Clarke R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + 0
Bennett R + + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + + + Mayo D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 0 D Davis R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + 0
Blackmon D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 McBride D 0 0 0 0 0 + + NV 0 0 + 0 0 E.V. Davis D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0
Bondurant R + 0 + + + + NV + 0 + + 0 + McCoy D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Dawkins D + 0 0 + + NV 0 0 + + 0 0 0
Bounds D + + + + + + + 0 0 + + + + McGee R + + + + + + + 0 0 0 + + + Dearing D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 + + + +
Broomfield D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Middleton D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Dickerson D + + 0 0 + 0 + + + + + + +
Brown D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Mims, V R + + + + + + + 0 0 + + + + Fillingane R + + 0 0 + 0 + + + + + + +
Buck D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Moak D 0 0 0 0 0 NV + 0 0 NV + 0 0 Flowers R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + 0
Burnett D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Monsour, Jr. R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + Frazier D + + 0 + + 0 0 0 0 NV + 0 +
Byrd R + NV + + + + + 0 0 0 + + + Moore R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + Gollott R + + 0 0 + + 0 + 0 + + + +
Calhoun D 0 NV 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Morgan R + + + + + + + + 0 + + 0 + Gordon D + NV 0 0 + + + NV 0 + + + +
K Campbell D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Moss D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Harden D + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0
T Campbell R + + + + + 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + Myers D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Hewes R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Carpenter R + + + + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 + Nicholson D + + + + + 0 + 0 0 + + + + Hopson, III R + + 0 0 + 0 + + + + + + +
Chism R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + Norquist D + 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 Horhn D + NV 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 NV NV NV P
Clark D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 NV 0 0 Nowell D + 0 0 + + + + 0 0 + + 0 0 Hudson R + NV 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Clarke D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 NV 0 + 0 0 Palazzo R + + + + + 0 + 0 0 + + + + Hyde-Smith D + + 0 0 + + + 0 + + + + +
Cockerham D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Parker D + + 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 G Jackson R + + 0 0 + NV + + + + + + +
L Coleman D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Patterson D + 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 + + 0 0 R Jackson D + 0 0 NV + NV 0 NV NV + 0 0 P
M Coleman D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Peranich D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 S Jackson D + + 0 0 + 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 +
Compretta D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Perkins, Sr. D 0 0 0 0 0 0 P 0 + 0 + 0 0 Jones D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0
Currie R + + + + + + NV + 0 + + + + Pigott R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + Jordan D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0
Dedeaux D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Puckett D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 King R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Denny, Jr. R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + Read R + + + + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 + Kirby R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Dickson D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Reed R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + E Lee D + NV 0 0 + 0 + NV NV + + + +
Duvall D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Reynolds D 0 NV 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 P Lee R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + NV
Eaton, II D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Robinson, Jr. D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 0 McDaniel R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + 0
Ellington R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + M Rogers D + + + + + + + 0 0 + + 0 0 Mettetal R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + NV +
Ellis D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 R Rogers R 0 + + + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 + Michel R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + 0
Espy D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Scott D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Moffatt R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
B Evans D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 0 0 Shows D + P + + + + + 0 0 0 + + + Montgomery D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 + + + +
J Evans D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 0 F Smith D 0 NV 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 0 Nunnelee R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Fillingane R + + + + + + + + 0 0 + + + J Smith D + + + + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Powell D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 +
Flaggs, Jr. D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Snowden R + + + + + + + 0 0 + + 0 + Simmons D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0
Formby R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + Staples R + + + + + + + + 0 + + + + Stone D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + 0 +
Fredericks D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Stevens D + + + + + + + 0 0 + + 0 + Tollison D + 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0 + + + +
Frierson R + 0 + + + + + 0 0 + + + + Straughter D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 + 0 + 0 0 Turner D + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + NV 0 +
Gadd D + 0 + + + 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Stringer D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Walls D + 0 0 + + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0
Gardner D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Sullivan D 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Ward R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Gibbs D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 NV NV NV Thomas D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Watson R + + 0 0 + 0 + + + + + + 0
Gipson R + 0 + + + + + + 0 0 + + + Turner R + + + + + + + 0 0 + + 0 + Wilemon, Jr. D + 0 0 0 + + 0 + + + + + +
Guice, Jr. R + + + + + + + 0 P 0 + + + Upshaw R + 0 + NV NV + + 0 0 0 + 0 + Yancey R + + 0 0 + + + + + + + + +
Gunn R + + + + + + + 0 0 + + + + Walley D 0 0 0 + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0
E.F.Hamilton R 0 + + + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 + Ward D 0 0 + + 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 + = Business Vote
F. Hamilton R + + + + + + + 0 0 + + 0 + Warren D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 NV = Not Voting or Absent
Harrison D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Watson D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 P = Voting Present
Hines D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 P 0 0 Weathersby R 0 0 + + + + + 0 0 0 + 0 0
Holland D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Whittington D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0
Holloway, Sr. D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0 Woods R + + + + + 0 + + 0 0 + + +
Horne R + + + + + + + 0 0 + 0 + + Wooten D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + NV 0 0 + 0 0
Howell R + + + + + + + 0 0 0 + + + Young D 0 0 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 + 0 0

Zuber, III R + + + 0 0 0 + + 0 0 + + +


